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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES AUTHORITY — BUSHFIRE AND STORM SEASONS 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [12.10 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
advise the house of two significant events regarding our emergency services. The Western Australian bushfire 
season has ended in the southern part of the state and our helicopter firefighting fleet has completed its last 
mission. This season etched its mark as one of the worst in our state’s recent history. Our career and volunteer 
firefighters attended more than 5 200 bushfires. Two of our worst fires occurred on the same day and made 
headlines around the world. On 29 December, Toodyay faced one of the most destructive fires in the state’s 
history. It destroyed 38 homes, burnt more than 2 700 hectares and caused an estimated $100 million damage. It 
is the highest number of homes lost during a bushfire in WA in nearly 50 years. Fortunately, no lives were lost. 
Earlier that day, another fire swept through the Shires of Coorow and Dandaragan near Badgingarra. Flames 
higher than rooftops scorched 8 700 hectares, causing at least $12 million damage. Crops, sheds, machinery and 
a sandalwood plantation were destroyed. Thankfully, again, no lives were lost and no farmhouses were 
destroyed. I think it is important to recognise the valuable contribution our career and volunteer firefighters play 
in protecting the people of WA.  

This season the state government ensured that ground crews were assisted by a powerful fleet of firefighting 
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. For the first time, the fleet included two type 1 helicopters, four smaller 
helitacs and an air-intelligence helicopter. The aerial fleet protected homes, property, sheds and businesses 
valued at nearly $52 million. This bushfire season has seen many firsts for Western Australia following 
recommendations from Victoria’s royal commission into Black Saturday. FESA introduced the advice, watch 
and act and emergency warning public information system. It also added “severe” and “catastrophic” to the fire 
danger rating index, imposed total fire bans and introduced a “prepare act survive” program to encourage people 
to put their lives first. 

As the bushfire season closes, another potential threat emerges. The 2010 storm season from May to October has 
started. On Saturday, I launched FESA’s Storm Awareness Week to encourage people to prepare their properties 
for bad weather. Cool weather storms and tornadoes cause widespread destruction in the southern parts of WA. 
Perth’s March hailstorm reminds us of just how destructive storms can be. FESA’s state emergency service 
received over 3 000 calls for assistance. Let me again thank all the State Emergency Service volunteers and 
people who worked day and night to assist those in need during the storm. The severity of the storm is reflected 
by reports that the value of insurance claims is nearing $900 million. I therefore urge people in metropolitan and 
southern parts of WA to get ready for the storm season. 
 


